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LAND BANK: to ‘find quality ownership.’
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Teachers rally in Monticello
STORY AND PHOTOS
BY DAN HUST

MONTICELLO — Echoing
other May Day rallies around
the state, members of the
New York State United
Teachers (NYSUT) union
converged on the Sullivan
County Courthouse lawn
Monday to make a case for
public education.
“This is our first-ever Sullivan County Day of Action,”

Monticello Teachers Association President John Maranzana enthusiastically yelled
to a group of about 40 teachers from Monticello, Tri-Valley, Fallsburg, Liberty and
Sullivan West districts.
NYSUT’s “Day of Action”
rallied educators to protest
federal cuts to public education, the appointment of
Betsy DeVos as Education
Secretary and the possibility
of a voucher system for pri-

vate charter schools (who
compete with public districts for government dollars).
“There are so many big issues coming at public education,” observed NYSUT
President Andy Pallotta, who
trekked to Monticello for the
rally, “and it’s important that
we have a united front.”
More on the effort can be
found
at
reclaimourschools.org.

Monticello Village Manager David Sager believes the property auction cycle has been a “pathetic failure for the Village of Monticello.”
not reasonable to ask the
Board of Trustees, whose job
is to represent the taxpayers
of Monticello, to hand over
more than $1 million dollars
worth of properties without
detailed information about
how our taxpayers and local
government will be protected,” she said.
Lymon believes the land
bank “will provide a great opportunity for the village to
improve vacant and abandoned structures that have
been eye sores for years. “But
she and LaRue believe that
their colleague, Jill Weyer,
has a conflict because she is
both the assistant planning
commissioner for the county
and a village trustee. Rue
said Weyer “has had her
hands deeply involved in this
(land bank) project” and
Lymon believes Weyer “must
recuse herself” from any vote
regarding the village and the
land bank. In response,
Weyer acknowledged that
there might be a perception
of a conflict, but noted that
she is not on the board of the
land bank and has no decision making capacity. “But
on the Village Board I do
have decision-making ability
and I think it (the land bank)
will be good for the Village of
Monticello and stabilize the
neighborhoods.”
Trustee George Nikolados
supports the land bank idea,
pointing out that only 23 percent of residential properties
in the village are owner occupied. He noted that because
foreclosure auctions often
attract absentee landlords,
they are less interested in improving those properties –
and especially the quality of
life in the larger community.

Above: Monticello Teachers Association President John Maranzana speaks to the crowd
assembled in front of the Sullivan County Courthouse in Monticello Monday, including fellow
Monticello teacher Chris Cellini
(left).
At left: NYSUT (New York State
United Teachers) President Andy
Pallotta chose to attend Monticello’s rally out of dozens held
statewide, which fellow rally
members appreciated.
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Hall on Tuesday at its regularly scheduled meeting.
Land banks are governmentcreated non-profit corporations focused on conversion
of vacant, abandoned and
tax delinquent properties for
transfer back to responsible
ownership in line with local
land use priorities.
The New York State Land
Bank Act of 2011 allowed
some of the hardest hit communities to apply for land
bank status. The state is
funding the program from
monies it received from the
Attorney General’s settlements with multiple banks
involved in the mortgage
foreclosure crisis. Sullivan
County applied for land bank
status in June 2016 and received $920,000 in March
2017. The Sullivan County
Land Bank Corporation will
focus its rehabilitation efforts on the villages of Monticello and Liberty.
“I think it’s safe to say that
the foreclosure process for a
lot of these residential properties has been an abysmal
failure,”
Mayor
Doug
Solomon said Tuesday.
Sullivan County Planning
Commissioner Freda Eisenberg, who is on the board of
directors of the new entity,
said in a memo sent April 27
to Village Manager David
Sager that the monies will be
used to obtain staff and demolish or rehabilitate the
properties. “This will get the
land bank off to a good start
while it seeks additional
grants from other sources
and cultivates partnerships
with housing developers in
order to leverage land bank
resources and increase its
impact.”
Sager, who also serves on
the board of directors for the
(SCLBC), said Tuesday: “If

you look at the history of the
(property) auction cycle, it’s
been a pathetic failure for the
Village of Monticello. And it’s
very short-sighted thought to
say you are going to gain a
little bit of revenue at auction
to have many of the same
parcels return themselves to
the county auction in a
three-year cycle because
taxes were not paid or fees
were not paid. If they are not
paying their taxes, we are not
recouping that money in any
way, shape or form.” Sager
noted that the goal of the
Land Bank will be to “rehabilitate what we can, demolish
what
cannot
be
rehabilitated and find quality
ownership.”
But two trustees – Carmen
Rue and Aleta Lymon – are in
no rush to remove the properties from village control
and transfer them to the land
bank.
Rue expressed concern
that the County has not provided the Board with sufficient information about how
the land bank will work.
“They have not appointed a
commissioner or director, so
we don't know who will be in
charge or what role the Village Board will play in the
sale of our properties,” she
said. “It is also unclear how
the sale proceeds of our
properties would be divided
between the village and the
county.”
For its part, the SCLBC recently advertised for an executive director position.
Rue added that some of the
properties selected by the
land bank for transfer are
quite valuable and that those
values will likely increase as
the economy improves. “It is

10098

FROM FRONT PAGE

